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History has it that rock music declined drastically around the 1970s with the rise of pop music. Well around July of 1985, the Queens Live Aid Performance topped this up by stealing the show in just 21 minutes at the Wembley Stadium in London. It is worldly renowned to have been the best concert to ever be staged. The band comprised of the vocalist, pianist, and guitar player, Freddie Mercury, Brian May who be also a guitar player and a vocalist too. John Deacon and Rodger Taylor played the bass guitar and the drum respectively. The band produced their music under different genres ranging from Progressive rock, Classical rocks, Heavy metal, Funk, Arena rock among others. At the time, the band was hesitant in performing but finally accepted the invitation to play at the live aid.
The consummate professionals in rock music began by rehearsing their set rigorously to perfect their timings and solos. They would do their rehearsals in a theatre which they had booked a week before their live show. The estimated number of fans present at the stadium was 72,000 while those watching the show via television or other means were 1.9 billion from 130 countries around the globe. Although this band disliked performing during the day, they well knew that the concert provided an opportunity to show the world how great they were (Fast, 2017). Their performance began at 6.41 pm with Freddie Mercury as the lead singer opened their six sets of songs with a short version of the ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ which is categorized as a Progressive rock. The crowd would burst into unison refrains constantly as Freddie sustained a high-pitched note (Chief Mouse, 2019). Brian May added a slide guitar tune to switch to “Radio Gaga” which sent the crowd to a cheer as one of their favorites.
Instrumentation
In most of the songs played almost all four vocal parts were sung by Freddie Mercury while the three guitar parts played by Brian May practically at the same time. The bass player, John Deacon who is best known for sunburst Fender P-Bass and canorous baselines would chip in to add a melodious flavour. The percussion instruments, which include the triangle and wind chimes were used by Taylor alongside the drum kit to attract attention before Freddie’s voice entered to another verse. The song, "Hammer Fall" was mostly performed at a comfortable mezzo-forte throughout with little dynamics printed on the score. Although it is common to find even phrases in rock music, the phrases in most of their songs performed that day were not balanced (Chief Mouse, 2019). Phrases from Freddie determined the extracts Brian developed with the slides, palm muting, pitch bends, and slight distortions. In other several occasions, the guitar solos were heard over the chords especially in the verses, chorus and the Instrumental links.
Melody, Texture and Word Setting
Each verse and chorus began with a vocal anacrusis which sent the crowd mad with joy. Leaps could be found in the small phrases in between the beginning note and the endnote within the melody. However, a sequence could be found as the vocal melody was repeated from one bar to the next. When it came to word setting, the technique of vocables was mostly used and the lyrics were all syllabic. One song performed that day that “Ay-Oh” would vividly manifest this technique that is characterized by the use of nonsensical words such as ‘oohs’ and ‘bahs' (Fast, 2017). The texture is what creates melody-dominated homophony. All songs had clear melody lines. The song which was outstanding as far as texture is concerned was the ‘Crazy Little Thing Called Love’ composed by Mercury. Before they performed the song, Mercury made a stage banter to dedicated the song to all people who had turned up that day to show gratitude. The electronic guitar used by Brian incorporated some electronic effects which were amplified using the guitar amplifier (Fast, 2017). The adding of effects such as reverb and panning would rhythmically enhance the composition of each song. The sounds and rhythm were manipulated by each instrument, a sign of experience and passion by the band.
Audience
Spectators in the stadium would cheer so hard to the launching of each song as all the band members actively and exuberantly performed the songs. The crowd was delirious and as Mercury would say later it was the best show he ever staged. It was not only the Queen band that realized how wild the fans were but also the broadcasting teams that were present. The singalong was so much fun as the Queen band tried to encourage the crowd to join in and the connection between them and the audience was just remarkable (Chief Mouse, 2019); it was the most perfect stage for the Queens. Anyone present that day would say, the Queens ‘stole the show' and it was so unbelievable that rock music would rock the world. 
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